The energy wealth of MENA countries
Since oil was discovered in the beginning of the twentieth century, the Middle East has acquired a strategic importance for international superpowers. Among all MENA countries (twenty-one countries according to the World Bank), 1 thirteen are net oil exporters and eight possess vast oil and gas resources (Table 5 .1). In 2006, the oil reserves of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria and Libya were estimated at 785 billion barrels, 65 per cent of the world oil reserves for 3 per cent of the world's population and 2 per cent of the world's GDP.
2 These countries' oil resources represent about 80 per cent of OPEC reserves. Their gas reserves reached 77 trillion cubic metres, 43 per cent of world gas reserves. These eight countries all figure among the fifteen most important oil-exporting countries in the world. In 2006, they 
